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A new and emblematic home for 
biodiversity in Colombia
To safeguard agrobiodiversity and feed humanity in the face of climate change
51.5% 
of Colombia’s plant species 
are either in danger of 
extinction or are otherwise 
threatened
As part of its effort to achieve a more sustainable 
agriculture that is adapted to climate change and 
able to feed a growing world population expected 
to reach 9 billion by 2050, CIAT will build a new 
genebank that is emblematic of the importance of 
plant genetic resources. 
The new genebank will conserve agrobiodiversity 
that is critical for achieving global food security. It will 
also provide Colombia with an important opportunity 
to strengthen its leadership role in positioning Latin 
America as a breadbasket for the world.
The new facilities will be environmentally friendly, with laboratories, greenhouses, seed processing areas, a 
herbarium, and exhibits that are interactive and educational – all oriented to:
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EDUCATING the next generation 
of experts in genebank curation 
and strengthening scientific 
capacity, while conveying strong 
messages to the public about 
the vital importance of crop 
diversity
CIAT’s current genebank urgently needs renewal, which can be accomplished with an investment of US$25 
million in more effective conservation of more than 67,000 samples of beans, cassava, wild species related to 
these crops, and tropical forages. The budget includes a $4 million endowment to support genebank operations 
and efforts to strengthen national scientific capacity.
CONSERVING and characterizing 
crop genetic resources that 
contribute to sustainable food 
production and poverty reduction
DISCOVERING new ways 
to safeguard and use crop 
diversity, while accelerating crop 
improvement in response to the 
needs of farmers and consumers 
Agrobiodiversity impacts
• The Brazilian livestock sector has grown at both the national and international levels, thanks to 
a new variety of forage grass, which has contributed to reducing the time it takes to raise cattle 
from 4 years to about 20 months.
• Increased iron and zinc content in improved bean varieties helps to combat anemia, a major 
health problem among school-aged children in Colombia.
• CIAT’s genebank contains approximately 30 species of cassava wild relatives. Over 50% of these 
species have been used to breed cassava varieties with more protein and greater resistance to 
drought and diseases.
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